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CORRESPONDANCE POLITIQUE. 


CONTAINING J 

A Vindication of the late excellent KING of France, F 
LEWTS the XVIch, from a falſe and wicked Charge 8 
brought againſt him by ſome of his Enemies. N 
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To the PRINTER of The GAZETTEER. 


Ma. PRINTER“, June 11th, 1796. 


[ HAVE ofien heard it ſaid, that the preſent un- 
happy war with France was entered-into by the 
King of Pruſſia and the Emperour of Germany, and 
with the conſent of the late unfortunate King of 
France, Lewis the XVIth, in order to cruſh the 
ſing liberties of France, and reſtore the former 
ablolute monarchy. And this has been ſuppoſed to 
have been done in confequence of a certain Treaty 
of Pilni(x between the Emperour and the King 
of Pruſſia, concluded in the month of July, 1791, 
and at the inſtance and deſire ot the Court of Gieat 
Britain. Now all this I take to be totally falſe ; 
and, on the contrary, I amperſuaded that the French 
Nation were the aggrefſors, not only in the war 
with Great Britain and the late war with Spain, but 
in the war which (till ſubſiſts againſt the Emperour ; 
and I have no doubt that, if France had thought 
fir to continue at peace with all the nations of 
E rope, ſhe might have continued fo to this day, 
and that neither England, nor Spani, nor Pruſlia, 


This Letter was ſent to the Editor of The Gazetteer: bus 
he did not think fit to print it. 
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8 
nor Auſtria, would have intermeddled in the ſmal!. 
eſt degree with her internal government, or in 
favour of a reſtoration of her former monarchy, 
Indeed no power of Europe would have dared ty 
do fo, if they had been ſo inclined ; more eſpe. 
cially as France was converted into a nation of 
ſoldiers from the very beginning of the revolution 
by the eſtabliſhment of what they called their na- 
tional guards : and, after the acceptance of the 
new conſtitution by tie King of the French in Sep. 
tember, 1791, there was no decent pretence left 
for any interference of a foreign power with re- 
ſpect to it, however ill- contrived, and injudicious, 
and little calculated to promote the happineſs of 
the French people, that conſtitution might have 
been. This was a matter that chiefly concerned 
the French nation, and they ſeemed at that time 
very generally to approve their new conſtitution, 
and to be determined to ſupport it; fo that any 
endeavour from without to overturn it ſeemed 
likely to meet with the reſiſtance of the whole na- 
tion, or a great majority of it, and conſequently to 
prove ineffectual and ruinous to the powers that 
ſhould undertake it. And, to prevent any fuch 
interference, the virtuous and prudent Lewis took 
care, on the very day he had ſigned his acceptance 
of this conſtitution, to diſpatch. inſtructions to his 
miniſters at the ſeveral courts of Europe, to al- 
fare them of his perfect and ſincere acquieſcence in 
the new conſtitution, and of his deſire that all the 
8 * powers 
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rowers of Europe would confider it as valid 
and binding; and Jay aſide all deſigns (if any 
ſuch defigns had been entertained by them,) 
of cauſing it to be reſcinded, or altered, 
out of regard to him, or with a view to the reſto- 
ration of his former authority. And, in conſe- 
quence of theſe declarations of that good King, 
the Emperour of Germany did immediately order 
his ambaſſadours at ſeveral of the courts of Europe 
to declare “ Thar, ſeeing that the King of the 
« French had informed him that he had freely ac- 
« cepted the new conſtitution, and was deſirous of 
maintaining it, the caſe of the Treaty of Pilnitz 
* had not happened, and the ſaid treaty was not to 
« be carried into execution, but to be conſidered 
* as of no force.“ This was about the month of 
November, 1791, as may be ſeen in Mr. Nicholas 
Fanſittart's excellent anſwer to the pamphlet writ- 


ten in the ſpring of the year 1793 under the name 
of Mr. Jaſper Wilſon. 


After theſe declarations of Lewis the XVIth and 
the Emperour of Germany, there ſeemed to be great 
reaion to expect that no foreign war would be pro- 
duced by the French revolution. Nor would any 
ſuch war have been produced by it from the incli- 
nations of any foreign power. But it was produced 
by a turbulent party in France itſelf, who thought 
it the moſt likely method they could take to bring- 


about their own deſigns. This was the party of 


Monſieur Brifot, and Monſieur Vergniaud, and 
B 2 Roland, 
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Roland, and Pethion, and others, who wiſhed to get 
rid of even the ſmall remains of monarchical power 
that had been retained by the late Conſtitueat 
Aſſembly in their new conſtitution of the govern. 
ment, and to aboliſh the very name of King and 
eltabliſh a pure republican government. Many 
of theſe perſons were men of great abilities, and 
ſome of them had the reputation of men of vir. 
tue, and were, probably, ſo far honeſt men as not 
to act from views of ſelf-aggrandiſcment : but they 
all ſeemed to think it lawful to ule almoſt any 
means, however baſe and treacherous, and to in. 
volve their country in blood and ſlaughter, to 
bring-about what they thought a lawful and valu- 
able end, ſuch as that of the eſtabliſhment of 2 
free and pure republick without the leaſt mixture 
of monarchical authority ; which was an end that 
they were the more anxious to obtain, becauſe 
they apprehended that the ſmalleſt portion of that 
antient and reſpected power that ſhould be per- 
mitted to continue in their new form of govern- 
ment, might become a ſeed from which a return 
of the former arbitrary and abſolute monarchy 
might one day again ſprout-up. With theſe opt- 
nions, and this looſe ſyſtem of morals on po- 
litical ſubjects, they reſolved to force the King 
into a declaration of war againſt the Emperour, 
under the pretence, (which had not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of probability,) that the Emperour was 
(notwithſtanding his above-mentioned declarations 
to the contrary in November, 1791,) meditating 
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and preparing tomake war upon the French nation, 
in order t deftroy their new conſtitution, and re- 
ſtore the King to his former ablolute authority, 
For they thought, that, if they could ſucceed in 
forcing the King, under theſe pretences, into ſuch a 
war, they thould afterwards have it in their power, 
by laying the blame of the miſcarriages, that might 
happen in it, upon him, and imputing to him (in 


direct oppoſition to what they Knew to be the 


truth,) a colluſion with the Emperour and his Ge- 


' nerals to favour their operations againſt France 


with a view to enable them to reſtore him by force 
of arms to his former abſolute power I ſay, 
they thought that they ſhould, by theſe means, be 


able to bring him into diſcredit with the people, 
and to make them conſider him as a dilcontented 


and perfidious tyrant, who was ſecretly endeavour- 
ing, by the aſſiſtance of the publick enemy, to re- 
cover his loſt arbitrary power, And, if they could 
ſucceed in thus raiſing the hatred of the people 
againſt the King by theſe calumnies, they thought 
it would be eaſy to induce the people to go a ſtep 
further, and make an inſurrect ion againſt him and 
dethrone him; which would open the way to 


the eſtabliſhment of their favourite government 


under a pure republick. Theſe were the views, 
and this was the conduct, of Briſſot's, or the repub- 
lican, party in France; and by this conduct, con- 
tinued for about ſix months, namely, from Octo- 


ber, 1791, to April, 1792, they forced the King 
B 3 to 
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to diſmiſs the miniſters of his own choice, Monſieur 
de Leſſart, and others, and to take into office a new 
ſet of miniſters recommended by the Jacobin club, 
namely, Mr. Roland, Mr. Claviere, and Mr. Dy 
Mouriez, and others, and, in conſequence of their 
unanimous advice, and in oppoſition to his own 
fixed opinion, to propoſe to the Legiſlative AC. 
ſembly to declare war againſt the Emperour ; and, 
then, after the war was declared, they procecded to 
calumniate the King in the manner juſt now men- 
tioned, and to charge him with being ſecretly go- 
verned by an Auſtrian committee, or private cabal 
of perſons who were friends to the Auſtrians, and 
who favoured all their operations ; and, by thele 
calumnies, they, in about four montks more, ſuc- 
ceeded in exciting an inſurrection of the people 
againſt him on the 1oth of Auguſt, 1792, which 
ended in the murder of his faithful Swiſs guards, 
and in his own impriſonment in the Temple. Theſe 
things, Mr. Printer, are now no longer matter of 
conjeAure : they have been acknowledged and 
boaſted-of by Monſieur Briſſot and other perſons 
of the ſame party, as actions of high merit towards 
their country *. And yet we ſtill, to my great ſur- 
| Prize, 

* A remarkable inſtance of this leoſe and ftrange morality 
is given us by the celebrated Madame Roland in her account of 
a project formed by Monſſeur Grangerieuve, (one of her ſet of 
Republican Patriots,) to procure himſelf to be aſſaſſinated in 
his return from the Committee of Publick Safety at pail ten 
o'clock at night to bis own lodging, with a view to have the 
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prize, continue, every now and then, to hear ſome 

people talk of the treaty of Pilnitz, and the coali- 

tion of deſpots to overturn the liberties of France, 
Now, 


murder charged upon Lewis the XV lth. and thereby to raiſe 
ſuch an indignation againſt him in the minds of the people of 
Paris as ſhould be the cauſe of a general inſurrection, with an 
immediate expulſion of him from the throne, and an abolition of 
monarchica! government in France for ever aſter. The ſtory is 
ſo remarkable that the reader will, I doubt not, be glad to hear 
it at large, as Madame Roland has related it; and therefore 1 
ſhall here iuſert the following tranſlation of it. 


“ Monſieur Grangeneude is one of the beſt men in the world, 
under an outward appearance that promiſes but little, His under- 
ſtanding is not above the common ſize; but his heart is truly 
noble: he does the moſt courageous and generous actions with- 
out the lealt parade, or affectation; and ſeems not to be ſenſible 
that he has done any thing extraordinary, or more than moſt 
other men would readily have done in the ſame circumſtances, 


In the courſe of the month of July, 1792, when the conduct 
and meaſures of the Court of Lewis the XVIth indicated ſome 
views that were Noſtile to publick liberty, the general converſa« 
tion among patriots turned upon the means that ought to be em- 
ployed to prevent or defeat thoſe dangerous deſigns. Chabot, 
(who had formerly been a Capucin friar, but was now become 
a zealous promoter of the Revolution,) in talking of this ſubje& 
one day with the warmth that proceeds ſrom a heated imaginas» 
tion rather than from dcliberate reſolution, expreſſed a with, 
that the Court would make ſome attempt upon the lives of 
lome of the molt patriotic members of the Legiſlative Aſſembly; 
for that ſuch an attempt would infallibly produce a general 
\nſurreQion of the people againſt the King, and was the only 
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Now, Mr. Printer, I have lately met with a very 
authentic and curious pafſage relating to this ſub. 
ject 


means of rouſing them to a ſenſe of the danger in which the 
cauſe of liberty was now involved, and thereby bringing on a 
convulſion that would be ſalutary to it.” He dwelt long upon 
this idea, and took great pains to convince the company of it's 
importance. Grangeneuve, who was one of the ſmall company 
to whom this diſcourſe was addreſſed, liſtened to him with great 
attention, but without ſaying a word upon the ſubject all the 
time that Chabot was ſpeaking ; but ſome little time after, 
when he had an opportunity of being alone with Chabot, ne 
told him, He had been very much flruck with the id-a which 
he had farted, and was perſedly ſatisfied with the reafons he had al- 
dei in, ſuoport of hi: opinion ; but added, tha; he a perſuaded 
that th: King and his friends were much too et ſe and cautious in 
their meaſures to adopt a ſcheme wwbich wol afford their enemies 
fo juſt a ground for exciting the people again}! th m that (here- 
Fre it hecame neceſſury that the patriots ho 14 themſelves br ing- 
about this uſeful evnt, which the Court wou'd certainly not venture 
upon, Dey you therefore find proper perſons to commit the mu» der; 
and I will conſent to be the perſon murdered.” Chabot was fur- 
prized at this propoſal, and detired to know whether he meant it 


\ ſeriouſly. To which Grangenewve made anſwer, * Moſt undou}t- 


rally; nor ought you to b: ſo muth ſurprixed. For what is ibere 
in the propoſul ſo very ſtrange or difficult? My life is not if much 
uſe to the world; my exiflence is not of importance: and I ſhould 
Fe very bappy to give it i to procure ſuch a benefit to my country,” 
Chabot, upon receiving this anſwer, ſeemed to be inſpired with 
the ſame ſpirit of patriotiſm that had ſuggeſted it, and replied, 
„ Oh ny friend, fince this is your noble reſolution, I am deter- 
mined to ſhare the glory of it with you. We au ll both die in the 
great cauſe,” Grangeneuve ſaid calmly, ** The loſs of one life 
would anſwer the purpoſe; but tayo will certainly do better. 
bebe N | | However, 


CS 2 
ect in a pamphlet lately publiſhed by Mr. Mailer 
% Pan, who is a writer of great note and well ac» 
| quainted 


However, there wwill be no glory gained by it, becauſe it muſt be 
lent a, profound ſecret from every body, that we have been the come 
trivers of this event, But now, fince you approve rf the ſebime, 
It. us think of the means of carrying it into exccution.” Chal ot, 
upon this, undertook to provide proper perſons to execute the 
ſcheme, and, a few days after, informed Grangenexve that he 
had done ſo. and that every thing was now ready for the execus 
tion of their plan. Well! ſaid Grangeneuve, Jer us then afprint 
the time of it without further delay. We will go to the Committee 
of Publick Safety to-morrow nis bt: and { will leave it at ba 
hour after ten o*clock to return to my I dging. It will te proper 
that we ſhoyld go through ſuch a flrect, wwhich is but little frequent- 
id, and therefore is fitter for a bx/ine/s of this kind than th: fireets 
through which we uſually ge; and there you muſ? give directions to 
your operators to wait for us, But 1 brg you would exhort them to 
take care to da their buſineſs dexterouſly, by taking good aim at uh, 
ſo that they may diſpatch us quickly, and not mangl: ys." 


„ Chabat agrees tothis propoſal of Grangeneuve, and promiſes 
to give the neceſſary directions; and Grangeneuve goes home to 
his lodging, makes his will, and ſettles ſome domeſtick affairs 
with great tranquillity and privacy, and ſo as to give no reaſon 
for ſuſpecting his deſign, and then keeps his appointment by re- 
ſorting to the Committee of Publick Safety at the time that had 
been agreed-on. But when he came there, he did not fine Cha- 
bot ; but he continued in the room in hopes of feeivg him come 
in, till the hour at which it was agreed they ſhould leave it to 
return home: and tben, finding that Chabot was till abſent, he 
concluded that Chabot had determined to give up his ſhare of 
the honour of this projet ; but, as Chabot had given him no no- 
tice to the contrary, he ſuppoſed that it was ſtill his intent! on 
that the project ſhould be executed with reſpe& to Grangeneuve 


himſelf, 
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quainted with the affairs of France. The pam. 
phlet is intitled, Correſpondance Politique; pour ſervir g 
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himſelf, who had firſt propoſed it. He accordingly. left the 
Committee of Publick Safcty at the appointed hour, and went 
towards his lodging through the ſtreet that had been agreed on, 
and walked through it as ſlowly as poſſible, to give the men, who 
were to kill him, an opportunity of meeting him: but, to his 
great ſurprize, he met with nobody; upon which, fearing ſome 
miſtake might have been made as to the tine that had been men- 
tioned to them, he walked back again through the ſame firect at 
a flow pace, to give them a further chance of meeting with him; 
and then again he went through it a third time in his way 
to his lodging, where at laſt he arrived alive and unhurt, and 
much vexed at the failure of the execution of the projc©, 
which, he had hoped, would have been of fo much benefit to his 
country. Chabot afterwards endeavoured to defend himſelf again? 
the reproaches and ridicule of his friends for his conduct on ti. 
occaſion, by ſome ſhuffling and paltry excuſes that nobody . 
any regard to: and he was thought by all the patriots to 
acted in the whole buſineſs agreeably to the character bat 
longed to his former habits of life, namcly, with the cowardice 
of a prieſt and the hypocriſy of a Capucin friar.” 

See Appel à impartiale Poſlerite, par la Citoyenne Rolaid, 


page 150, 7 


This is Mademe Rolaud's account of this tranſact ion, in which 


there is not the ſmalleſt intimation of her diſliking, or dilap- 


proving, this project, which (though it ſhewed great courage in 
Grangencuve, and a thorough devotion to the cauſe of Repub- 
licaniſm, or what he called Liberty,) was one of the blackeſt acts 
of calumuy and perfidy that can well be conceived, But it 
ſerves to ſhew how far political enthuſiaſm (as well as religious,) 
will ſometimes corrupt and pervert mey's notions of the planet: 
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Þ Hiſtoire du Republicaniſme Frang:is, and may be had 
at Mr. De Boffe's, the French bookſeller in Ge- 
rard-ſtreet. The whole of this pamphlet is full of 
juſt and uſeful reflections: but the paſſage I allude 
to is, I think, more particularly fit to be peruſed hy 
all thoſe who wiſh to know the truth on this ſub- 
ject; and therefore, as it is not a very long one, I 
have taken the trouble of tranſlating ic into Engliſh, 
with ſuch explanations as ſeemed neceſſary to make 
it be more eaſily underſtood by Engliſh readers; 
and I herewith ſend yon the tranſlation of it to be 
inſerted in your uſeful paper, of which I am 


A Coxs TAN T READER, 


P. S. I would not, however, have you think 
me a favourer of the continuance of the preſent 
war, though it was not fought for by us, but made 
upon us by the French nation under the influence 
of Mr. Briſſot and his party. For J allow it to be 
1 dreadful calamity, that will probably bring on a 
national bankruptcy, if it is not ſpeedily put an end 


moral duties. The enthuſiaſm of the Papilts concerned iu the 
Gun-powder Treaſon Plot, which made them think it an inno- 
cent and laudable action to deſtroy at one ſtroke the King, 
Lords, and Commons of England, (the whole Legiſlature of 
their country,) by means of gun-powder, of which Garnet the Je- 
ſuit, who was hanged for it, boaſted in his laſt dying ſpeech, is 
hardly a ſtronger inſtance of the power of enthuſiaſm in pervert- 
ing men's ideas of morality, 
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to, And therefore I long for a peace upon the 
molt moderate terms, and would readily conſent t 
the reſtoration of all the places we have taken from 
the Dutch to obtain one, and this, even though we 
could not procure the reſtoration of the former 
Dutch government, nor recover for the Emperour 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, which are, nevertheleſs, 
points moſt ardently to be wiſhed ſor: but neceflity 
has no law. But, in requeſting you to publiſh this 
tranſlation of this paſſage of Mr. Mallet du Pax, 
my only motive is a deſire of cauſing 1uſtice to be 
done to the memory of that moſt upright and bens. 
wolent monarch, the late King, Lewis the XV Ith, 


* 
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ATRANSLATION of Note in a late publication 
F Monſieur Mallet du Pan, intitled, Correſpon- 
dance Politique, containing a Vindication of the 
late excellent King of France, Lew s the XVIth, 
from the falſe and wicked charge cf having in- 
volved his country in a war with the Emperour of 
Germany and the Kirg of Pruſſia in the month 
of April, 1792, with a view of furniſhing hem 
with an opportunity of interfering with the internal 
government of France, and reſtori g him to bis 
former abſolute pewwer. See Correſpondance Po- 
litique, page Ixix, note D. 


Tur blame of the preſent unhappy war (which 
has brought greater diſtreſs upon France than all 
the wars of the fix laſt reigns put together,) 
ought to fall upon the following lets of men; to 
wit, 1ſt, upon the members of the ſecond Na- 
tional Aſſembly, (that met in October, 1791,) 
ſent from the diſtrict of La Gironde, and 
known by the name of the Girondiſt party, who ve · 
hemently called for it in their ſpeeches to the 
ſaid Aſſembly; and, 2dly, upon the majority of 
the ſaid National Aſſembly, or (as it is often call- 
ed, to diſtinguiſh it from the firſt, or Cænſtituent, 
Aſſembly, ) the Legiſlative Aſſembly, who, through 
a cowardly fear of the Jacobin Society and the 
mub of Paris, voted for the war without really ap- 
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proving it; and, 3dly, upon the Briſſotin, or Jacs. 
hin, Miniſters of State, whom the King was com. 
pelled to take into office, to wit, Mr. Reland, Mr. 
Ciaviere, and Mr. Du Mouriez, (who became af. 
terwards ſo famous as a General, and conquered all 
the Auſtrian Netherlands in one winter,) and their 
colleagues, who, by an unanimous recommenda- 
tion of the meaſure of declaring war againſt the 
Emperour of Germany, reduced the King to the 
neceſſity of conſenting to it. 


The unhappy King, when he ſigned this decla- 
ration of war, did it with tears in his eyes, con- 
ceiving that it would prove (as it has done,) tlie 
beginning and occaſion of innumerable miſchieſs 
to his country. All thoſe perſons who were pre- 
ſent in the National Aſſembly when he came there 
to inform them of the reſolution that had been 
taken by his Council, may remember the marks ot 
deep afflict ion and melancholy that were obſerved 
on that occaſion both in his countenance and in 
the tone of his voice. And, before he was brought 
to comply with this unanimous advice of all the 
ſtrange miniſters that then compoled his Privy 
Council, (which advice was directly contrary to 
his own opinion,) he inſiſted that each of them 
ſhould ſet his name to it; which was accordingiy 
donc. And the King afterwards carefully pre- 
ſerved the paper they had ſigned, as a teſtimony 


that the war had not been of his ſecking. And, if 
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am not miſtaken, this paper muſt now be in the 
hands of Mr. Morris, who was at that time the 
Envoy of the New United States of North Ame- 
rica at the French Court, and whom I have already 
had occaſion to mention above in page xxix. 


Lewis the XVIth looked upon this war as like- 
ly to bring-on his own deſtruction and that of all 
his family, and the ruin of monarchical govern- 
ment in France, and even that of the French na- 
tion itſelf, as far as a whole nation is capable of 
being. ruined. And he knew that the deſign of 
the Briſſotine faction, in thus urging-on the war, 
was to get rid of the remnant of monarchy that 
had been admitted into the late conſtitution of 
France, which had been framed by the firſt, or 
Conſtituent, Aſſembly in the year 1791, and ac- 
cepted by him in the month of September 1a that 
year. That faction, he well knew, wiſhed for the 
war, in order to have an opportunity of throwing 
the blame of the miſcarriages that might happen in 
it, upon him, and of charging him with favouring 
the cauſe of the Auſttlans, from a hope that the 
Emperour might, by the ſuccels of his arms, over- 
turn the new government of France, and reſtore 
the King to the power he had enjoyed under the 
old one, Theſe charges were-accordingly after- 
wards brought againſt him, and Mr, Briffot and 
his followers were eternally talking and writing 
about a ſuppoſed Auſtrian Committee (or private 

| adviſers 


n FI > G TR 
to 7 i Iv _ d 1 8 == 8 2 cows * 
1 8 a 1 F . wt IN Is e TT 9 
* . "V4 2 = 4 e F, 8 
+. : . CS 8 = 4 G 
* a £ & > i N * 4 8 w_ Id Fs 
6, , DE Ve gd.” AE rote 1 
q —_ 8 ? * þ CY 
WE h = q dg , — 
15 2 . 
FRE TT po 
"3 l 7 


L b * 9 2 * Fe 1 3 
- "i era ”— 3 = 2 
. 
e ene 
8 FINS 1 
- 


wy n r 


616) 
adviſers of the King, that were friendly to the inte. 
reſts of Auſtria,) that directed all the meaſures of 
the Court, and were colluding with, the Emperout 
and his Generals, in order to favour and facilitate 
their invaſion of France; in the hope of bringing 
about a reſtoration of the former abſolute govern- 
ment. Theſe charges were intended to irritaie the 
people of France, and more eſpecially the people 
of Paris, againſt the King, and to niake them 
think that the degree of liberty which they fancied 
themſelves to tave acquired by their new con{i- 
tution of 1791, could not be preſerved without de- 
throning the King, and converting the late limited 
monarchical form of government into a pure and 
abſolute republick; which was the kind of govern- 
ment which that faction moſt ardently wiſhed to 
fee eſtabliſhed, but which the firſt, or Conſtituent, 
National Aſſembly could not, in the year 1791, 
be perſuaded to adopt. Theſe wicked arts of 
Monſieur Briſſot and his faction were, unfortunate- 
ly, too ſucceſsful, and brought on the inſurrection 
of the people of Paris againſt the King on the 10th 
of Auguſt, 1792, the attack of the caſtle of the 
Tuilleries, (in which the King then refided,) the 
murder of the Swiſs guards, the impriſonment of 
the King in the Temple, the calling of the National 
Convention in September, 1792, and the imme- 
diate abolition of monarchy and eſtabliſhment of 
a pure republick in France, agreeably to the wiſhes 


of Monfieur Briffot and his party, And this was 


afterwards 
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afterwards ackrowledged by that party- leader and 
his friends to have been their deſign in urging-on 
the war againſt the Emperour; and they even boaſt- 
ed of this conduct, both as being patriobicł, from 
the glorious object they had in view, ©* that of eſta- 
bliſhing a pure republican government,” and as being 
wiſe, trom the adoption of the only meaſures by 
which that glorious object could have been ac- 
compliſhed. Of fuch patriotilm and ſuch wif- 
dom the people of France have ever fince been 
enjoying the blefſed conſequences. 


Theſe deſigns of Monſieur Briſſot and his party 
did not eſcape the obſervation of Lewis the 
XVIth. He knew them well, and dreaded the 
ſucceſs of them; and, to counteract them as far 
as he was able, he was anx1ouſly defirous that the 
war againſt the Emperour (which he had ſo reluc- 
tantly been drawn to conſent to,) ſhould be conſi- 
dered by all parties as only a common war be- 
tween to independent powers, and not as a war 
that had any relation to the late change in the go- 
vernment of France; and he earneſtly hoped that 
the Allied Powers againſt whom it was declared, 
namely, the Emperour of Germany andthe Kingof 
Pruſſia, would conſider it only in the former light, 
and not preſume, in the courſe of it, to interfere in 
the ſmalleit degree with the internal government 
of France, or the right of the Legiſlature of the 
French nation to ſettle that government in the 
'C manner 
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2 
manner they thought proper. And this was the 
very ſubſtance and purport of the inſtructions he 
did me the honour to give me in the month of 
May, 1792, and which he conminded ine to 
communicate to the prime minitters of the 
Emperour and the King of Pruſha, (who were 
then, both of them, at Franckfort, on account of 
the approaching coronation of the Emperour,) 
and to ule my moſt earnelt endeavours to pre- 
vail upon thoſe miniſters to adopt them. So 
different was the real conduct of that upright and 
benevolent monarch from that which his enemies 
imputed to him, and which too many perſons in 
foreign countries, from want of information and 
from a diſpoſition to give credit to the malicious 
and impudent miſrepreſentations of his enemies, 
have been induced to ſuppoſe it. For ſurely no 
man's character was ever ſo little underſtood, fo 
fooliſhly judged- of, and ſo unworthily and unjuſtly 
traduced, as his has been, by many raſh and ill. in- 
formed perſons, in ſeveral different countries of 
Europe ! 


If the hve members of the preſent Directory of 
France (who reſtrain the liberty of the preſs there 
in a far greater degree than any of their former ab- 
{olute monarchs ever dared to do, and who break 
open, without the leaſt ſcruple, all letters ſent by 
the poſt, and intercept and ſuppreſs all means of 
giving the people of France true-informations on 
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publick and political ſubjects,) ſhould permit this 
little tract of mine to be circulated in their repub- 
lick, the nation will there ſee to what perſons they 
ought to attribute the calamities they have ſo long 
laboured under, and will then lament, in floods of 
unavailing tears, the fate of the good monarch 
whom they have permitted to be murdered among 
them, and who, they will now find, was, of all the 
men who have taken a part in the conduct of their 
affairs for the laſt ſeven years, the only one that 
could juſtly be entitled the people's friend. 


A few days before I left Paris to go to Franck- 
fort with the above-mentioned commiſſion from 
the King, the Count de Montmorin (who knew 
the errand I was going upon,) had a private and 
very free converſation with me, in which he laid 
open to me his opinions and apprehenſions con- 
cerning the light in which, it was probable, the 
war would be viewed by many people, and the 
dreadful events to which it would give riſe. And 
I now declare that this miniſter deſcribed to me, 
on this occaſion, diſtinctly, and in their order, 
the ſeveral grand events that would reſult from the 
war, and the ſeveral lines of conduct which the 
different powers concerned in it would purſue, in 
a manner that was afterwards ſo well confirmed by 
the events that did really take place, that one might 
almoſt think he had been endowed with the gift 
of prophecy, 


It 
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If any one ſhall ſay that I originally approved 
of the conduct of the French nation in entering 
into this war, and that I did not foreſee, or fore- 
tell, any of the diſaſtrous conſequences of it, but 
am now, through vanity, (after the calamitous 
events produced by it have given me, and every 
body elſe, roo much reaſon to cenſure it,) affe&. 
ing to have blamed it from the beginning, and to 
have foreſcen the dreadful effects it would pro- 


duce, I could, in anſwer to ſuch a charge, pro- 
duce more than thirty paſſages from ſome of my 


writings publiſhed at the time, by which it would 
appear, that I held the ſame language concerning 
this deſtructive war at the time the French nation 
firſt engaged in it, as I do at this day. One of 
theſe paſſages was publiſhed on the 7th of January, 
1792, that is, three months before the war was 
declared, and was in theſe words: I have ſaid 
te already, and ſhall never ceaſe to repeat it, (and 
© Jam perſuaded that the experience of a very 
& ſhort time will, if the war is engaged-in, con- 
ce firm the truth of what I advance,) that, if we 
e engage in this war, one conſequence of it will be 
ce a completion of the ruin of the French monarchy, 
« (which is already much impaired and weakened,) 
ce and an exchange of it for a ſtate of ſlavery, &c." 


